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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . The claims in this application do not commence on a separate sheet or electronic page in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.52(b)(3). Appropriate correction is required in response to this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 10, 11, 15, 16, 18, 22, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,412,1 1 1 to Cato (hereinafter "Cato") in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 20020059610 to Ellis (hereinafter "Ellis"). 

With regard to claims 1 and 5, Cato discloses a method for transmitting and capturing 
information of a fiiture program (col. 4, 11. 45-60) whose preview is currently being broadcast between 
regular programs comprising (col. 7, 11. 35-40): 

a television (108, fig. 1); 

a remote control (110, fig. 1); 

a preview for a future program (col. 4, 11. 35-47); 

program information for said future program (col. 4, 11. 56-60); 

sending means that transmits said program information, comprising closed caption text (col. 4, 11. 
45-50 and 60-62); 

indicating means for indicating that said program information is being transmitted, comprising a 
special mark displayed on said television (col. 4, 11. 45-50 and col. 7, 11. 27-33); 
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saving means for directing said television to save said program information (col. 4, 11. 60-65) in 
case that a viewer chooses to watch (col. 9, 11. 17-21, 62-65, and col. 10, 11. 8-21), comprising a saving 
button on said remote control (1 10, col. 10, 11. 54-63; button corresponding to "capture" signal); 

reviewing means that displays a list of chosen programs (col. 12, 11. 38-47); 

alerting means that alerts viewers to a chosen program when it is about to be broadcast (col. 12, 
11. 8-16); 

updating means that changes the operations that is to be operated on said chosen programs 
(means for editing list of programs, col. 5, 11. 15-23 and col. 12, 11. 44-47); and 
recording means (106, fig. 1). 

Cato fails to disclose a reviewing button on said remote control. 

Li an analogous art, Ellis discloses a reviewing button on a remote control for displaying a list of 
chosen programs (1(0086, 0087), for the purpose of enabling the user to access the list of chosen programs 
(10087). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the remote control of Cato to include a reviewing button, as taught by Ellis, for the 
purpose of enabling the user to access the list of chosen programs and review the programs therein. 

With regard to claims 10, 11, 15, 16, 22 and 23 Cato discloses a method for transmitting and 
capturing information of a plurality of future program (col. 4, 11. 45-60 & col. 5, 11. 15-17) whose preview 
is currently being broadcast between regular programs comprising (col. 7, 11. 35-40): 

a television (108, fig. 1); 

a remote control (110, fig. 1); 

previews for a plurality of future programs (col. 4, 11. 35-47 & col. 7, 11. 35-40); 
program information for said future programs (col. 4, 11. 56-60); 
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sending means that transmits said program information, comprising closed caption text (col. 4, 11. 
45-50 and 60-62); 

indicating means for indicating that said program information is being transmitted, comprising a 
special mark displayed on said television (col. 4, 11. 45-50 and col. 7, 11. 27-33); 

saving means for directing said television to save said program information (col. 4, 11. 60-65) in 
case that a viewer chooses to watch (col. 9, 11. 17-21, 62-65, and col. 10, 11. 8-21), comprising a saving 
button on said remote control (110, col. 10, 11. 54-63; button corresponding to "capture" signal); 

reviewing means that displays a list of chosen programs (col. 12, 11. 38-47); 

alerting means that alerts viewers to a chosen program when it is about to be broadcast (col. 12, 
11. 8-16); 

updating means that changes the operations that is to be operated on said chosen programs 
(means for editing list of programs, col. 5, 11. 15-23 and col. 12, 11. 44-47); and 
recording means (106, fig. 1). 

Cato fails to disclose said preview comprises a textual advertisement of a future program; and, a 
reviewing button on said remote control. 

Official notice is taken of the fact that it is well known in the art for a preview for a future 
program to comprise textual advertisement including at least a title, names of actors (description), and/or 
a future broadcast date and time of upcoming programs, for the purpose of arousing viewer interest and 
enabling a viewer to plan consumption of said future programs. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made, to modify the preview of Cato to include textual advertisement including at least a titie, brief 
description, and/or a future broadcast date and time of future programs, for the purpose of arousing 
viewer interest and enabling a viewer to plan consumption of the future programs. 
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Additionally, in an analogous art, Ellis discloses a reviewing button on a remote control for 
displaying a list of chosen programs (110086, 0087), for the purpose of enabling the user to access the list 
of chosen programs (^0087). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the remote control of Cato to include a reviewing button, as taught by Ellis, for the 
purpose of enabling the user to access the list of chosen programs and review the programs therein. 

As for claims 9, 21, and 28, Cato and Ellis together disclose the method in accordance with 
claims 5, 15 and 22. However, they fail to disclose said recording means comprises video and audio 
codec, control units and a hard drive. 

Official notice is taken of the fact that recording means are well known in the art to comprise 
video and audio codec, control units, and a hard drive, for the purpose of encoding and compressing 
television content into a digital format which can then be stored on a storage device providing improved 
access time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the recording means of Cato and Ellis to include video and audio codec, control 
units, and a hard drive, for the purpose of encoding and compressing television content into a digital 
format which can then be stored on a storage device providing improved access time. 

With regard to claims 18 and 25, Cato and Ellis together disclose the method in accordance with 
claims 15 and 22. In addition, Cato discloses said saving means comprises a saving button on said remote 
control (col. 10, 11. 54-63; button corresponding to "capture" signal). Furthermore, Ellis discloses a 
selection mode (watch list, fig. 19), means to select a program from said future programs when said 
selection mode is activated (110087), and an exit button (1908, fig. 19) to exit said selection mode. 
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Cato and Ellis fail to disclose numerical buttons on said remote control to select a program. 

Official notice is taken of the fact that it is well known in the art to employ numerical buttons 
provided on a remote control device to select programs, for the purpose of enabling the user to select a 
program without having to manipulate a cursor. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the saving means of Cato and Ellis to include numerical buttons on said remote 
control to select a program, for the purpose of enabling the user to select a program without having to 
manipulate a cursor. 

4. Claims 2, 6, 12, 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cato 
and Ellis as applied to claims 1, 5, 10, 15 and 22 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,699,125 
to Rzeszewski et al. (hereinafter "Rzeszewski"). 

As for claims 2, 6, 12, 17 and 24, Cato and Ellis together disclose the method in accordance with 
claim 1,5, 10, 15, and 22. In addition, Cato discloses said program information comprises a local time of 
a television station that is broadcasting said preview/textual advertisement (time/date for setting display 
device clock, col. 8, 11. 8-10), titles of said future programs (see fig. 14 and col. 10, 11. 18-29 of U.S. 
Patent 5,552,833 to Henmi et al, incorporated by reference in Cato, col. 7, 11. 60-62), broadcasting dates 
of said future programs (col. 4, 11. 57-60), broadcasting times of said future programs (col. 4, 11. 57-60), 
channel numbers of said future programs (col. 4, 11. 57-60), and descriptions of said future programs (col. 
5,11. 17-23). 

Cato and Ellis fail to disclose said program information comprises duration of said future 
programs. 
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In an analogous art, Rzeszewski discloses program information comprising a duration of a future 
program (col. 4, 11. 28-33). Providing the duration of a program provides the benefit of enabling the user 
to quickly ascertain the length of a particular program. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the program information of Cato and Ellis to include the duration of said future 
programs, as taught by Rzeszewski, for the purpose of enabling the user to quickly determine the length 
of said future programs. 

5. Claims 3, 7, 13, 19 and 26, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cato and 
Ellis as applied to claims 1, 5, 10, 15 and 22 above, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,620,229 to 
Amano et al. (hereinafter "Amano") and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,153,580 to Pollack 
(hereinafter "Pollack"). 

With regard to claims 3, 7, 13, 19 and 26, Cato and Ellis together disclose the method in 
accordance with claims 1,5, 10, 15 and 22. In addition, Cato discloses said alerting means comprises 
audio signal which alerts viewers aurally (col. 9, 11. 39-40) and video signal which alerts viewers visually 
(col. 7, 11. 26-33). 

Cato and Ellis fail to disclose automatic turn-on means which turns on said television 
automatically when it is turned off, and automatic turn-off means which turns off said television in case 
that there is no pushing activity of said remote control for a certain duration of time after said television is 
automatically turned on. 

In an analogous art, Amano discloses automatic turn-on means which turns on said television 
automatically when it is turned off (col. 1 1, 11. 15-32), for the purpose of preventing a user from missing a 
television show he/she is interested in watching (col. 1, 11. 35-44). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the alerting means of Cato and ElUs to include automatic turn-on means which turns 
on said television automatically when it is turned off, as taught by Amano, for the purpose of preventing a 
user from missing a television show he/she is interested in watching. Cato, Ellis, and Amano fail to 
disclose automatic turn-off means which turns off said television in case that there is no pushing activity 
of said remote control for a certain duration of time after said television is automatically turned on. 

In an analogous art, Pollack discloses automatic turn-off means which turns off said television in 
case that there is no pushing activity of said remote control for a certain duration of time (col. 3, 11. 30-34, 
55-63, and col 4, 11. 1-5), for the purpose of saving power without inadvertently turning off the television 
when a viewer may be interested in a current program (col. 1, 11. 25-41). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the alerting means of Cato, Ellis, and Amano to include automatic turn-off 
means which turns off said television in case that there is no pushing activity of said remote control for a 
certain duration of time, as taught by Pollack, after said television is automatically turned on, for the 
purpose of saving power without inadvertently turning off the television when a viewer may be interested 
in a current program. 

6. Claims 4, 8, 14, 20 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cato 
and Ellis as applied to claims 1, 5, 10, 15 and 22 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,699,107 
to Lawler et al. (hereinafter "Lawler"). 

With regard to claims 4, 8, 14, 20 and 27, Cato and Ellis together disclose the method in 
accordance with claim 1,5, 10, 15 and 22. In addition, Cato discloses wherein said updating means 
comprises deleting means which delete a program from said chosen programs (col. 5, 11. 17-24), selecting 
means which selects a program from said chosen programs (wherein deleting programs from said a list. 
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col. 5, 11. 17-24, inherently involves means for selecting programs from said list), and recording toggling 
means v^hich toggles a recording option for a program of said chosen programs (where said chosen 
programs on said list are to be recorded, col. 4, 11. 35-40, and programs to be recorded may be deleted 
from said list, col. 5, 11. 17-24). Furthermore, Ellis discloses a delete button on said remote control (1910, 
fig. 19,^0087). 

Cato and Ellis fail to disclose said updating means comprises volume up and down buttons on 
said remote control, periodic watching toggling means which toggles a periodic watching option for a 
program of said chosen programs comprising a recalling button on said remote control, and an entering 
button on said remote control. 

In an analogous art, Lawler discloses periodic watching toggling means which toggles a periodic 
watching option for a program of said chosen programs (col. 13, 11. 18-21 & 39-47), for the purpose of 
enabling the user to alter a reminder for a particular program (col. 13, 11. 18-21), and an entering button 
(action key, 70, fig. 2) on said remote control (col. 10, 11. 28-36), for the purpose of enabling the user to 
perform a desired action (col. 10, 11. 28-36). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the updating means of Cato and Ellis to include periodic watching toggling means 
which toggles a periodic watching option for a program of said chosen programs, and an entering button 
on said remote control, as taught by Lawler, for the purpose of enabling the user to alter a reminder for a 
particular program and enabling the user to perform a desired action. 

Cato, Ellis and Lawler fail to explicitly disclose said updating means comprises volume up and 
down buttons on said remote control; a recalling button on said remote control, and a delete button on 
said remote control. 

Official notice is taken of the fact that it is well known in the art to provide volume up and down 
buttons and a recall button and an entering button on a remote control enabled to adjust the volume of the 
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television and recall a previously viewed channel, respectively, as well as perform menu navigation (such 
as program selection) and toggling functions, for the purpose of minimizing the number of buttons on the 
remote control and simplifying the layout of said remote control. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the updating means of Cato and Ellis to include volume up and down 
buttons and a recall button on said remote control for the purpose of minimizing the number of buttons on 
the remote control and simplifying the layout of said remote control. 
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Conclusion 

7. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or Certificate of 
Transmission under 37 CFR L8(a). The certification may be included with all correspondence 
concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 
1.8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in such communication being considered as timely if the 
estabHshed date is within the required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual 
actually depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information and 
belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course of business by another 
no later than the date indicated. 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this con-espondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, Fax No. (703) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning facsimile 
transmissions and mailing, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Christopher M Lambrecht whose telephone number is (703) 305-8710. The examiner can 
normally be reached from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Grant can be reached at (703) 305-4755. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

hiformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent AppHcation 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 



Christopher M Lambrecht 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2611 
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